


Oh, this is indeed a pleasure and a wonderful opportunity. My God, I thought y'all forgot all about me at 
Syracuse, but here I am. I retired 11 years ago from the famous SI Newhouse School of Public 
Communications, but my trip to Syracuse has been really a wonderful dream come true. It's been 
absolutely incredible and I can't say enough. Thank you so much for giving me this wonderful 
opportunity to talk about my reflections of meeting and eating and getting to know the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr many years ago in Elizabeth City, North Carolina. 

John Boccacino: 

It's a great place to start, Rick, because where you grew up really was the heart of the segregated south. 
There were two citizens, there were the whites, and then there were African-Americans who were 
unfortunately treated as second class citizens with all sorts of segregated policies in place. You kind of 
grow up during this cauldron of American history, and I know you're a history aficionado yourself. I want 
you to paint the picture of your first connections. You get to go to Sunday school and Dr. Edith Scott 
Bagley, a talented opera singer, go YouTube her, go Google her, find out some incredible videos and 
audio performances of Dr. Edith Scott Bagley, but she was your Sunday school teacher. She was also 
Coretta Scott King's sister. So connect the dots for us. What was that experience like and how did you 
come to meet Dr. King? 

Rick Wright: 

Yes, John, let's go back in history to roughly, let me say, let's go with 1959, the year in which Syracuse 
University won the national championship in football. 

John Boccacino: 

Cotton Bowl champions with Jim Brown down there. 

Rick Wright: 

Yeah. And then later of course, Ernie Davis wins the Heisman Trophy here at Syracuse making him the 
first African-American to win a Heisman trophy. Now, what am I bringing this particular perspective up? 

















I tell you, my trip to Syracuse is really a dream come true. I first learned of Syracuse and its media 
program in the library of PW Moore High School. I never forget Ms. Lillian Perry, our librarian one day 
called me and said, "Roosevelt, come to the library. I got something to show you. "The National 
Education Association, NEA, had a division at that time called Audio Visual Instruction was a magazine. 
Of course they had a magazine that was dedicated completely to the whole field of audiovisual 
education. Ms. Perry gave me this magazine, NEA National Education Association, when it was dedicated 
to audiovisual. I read through the book, and guess what I found in the book? There were articles about 
Syracuse University and there were all these students setting up microphones and micro doing the 
games pictures of all the stuff we are doing today. 

That was back in the 1950s, man. I said, wow. Then she said ... So I read the book, but in the book 
there's always that cartoon caption, have a cartoon. There was a cartoon that day of a graduation 
exercise at a university. There were the trees and all the families around everybody's academic regalia. 
There was one gentleman, your headgear, your mortarboard that you wear, he was wearing a real 
emotion picture film. Off the film was about maybe what 12 inches of film and the tassel, and the 
caption for that cartoon and that NEA magazine that day was, oh, he must have majored in audiovisual 
education. I said, wow. That was Syracuse. Then later, Mrs. Majet, who was the librarian at Elizabeth 
City State University, when I was a freshman, came to me one day and said, "Roosevelt, you know this 
field that you like doing audiovisual and everything? There is a school way up north called Syracuse," but 
she did her master's of library science here at Syracuse, Mrs. Majet. 

Lord, I never believed in my wildest imagination when she was telling me about this school that I would 
end up at the same school in their media audiovisual radio, television, film as a professor and also 
getting a doctoral degree from the school in instructional technology. I did my dissertation on radio, by 
the way, and how radio can be used as a tool of instruction for teaching kids. Of course, there it is, 
Syracuse. The trip has been just absolutely fantastic. John, you've been my student, and of course I sure 
got a lot of the old students. I love all of you on the air and your old professor who's 80 years old now. I 
just try to be an authentic Rick Wright. I mean just myself. I didn't know the teachings and the mentors 
that I had from the Dr. Kings or Dr. Walter and Ridleys of the world, Mr. CR Page, Mr. 
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Memphis, Tennessee to help the sanitation workers there. One guy had gotten crushed in a truck in 
Memphis. 

John Boccacino: 

I feel like our audience has learned a lot about both you, but also about the career of Dr. King and the 
Syracuse University connections and ties that really bond us all. It's honestly been an honor to get to 
tell your story here and have you on, and I just want to thank you so much for being so open and 
candid. You really are the major market that got all of us into TV, radio, film, got our passion started for 
more than 38 years as a faculty member. You've earned that Professor Emeritus title. Thank you so 
much for making the time today. 

Rick Wright: 

John, thank you so very much for being your guest. Also as we get ready for the annual Dr. Martin 
Luther King birthday celebrations in the world. Famous JMA dome now where George Kilpatrick and I 
broadcast for many years and it has become the largest on-campus celebration, the life and birthday of 
Dr. Martin Luther King of any college or university in the entire United States of America. A blessing. Of 
course, John, love you. You're major market, John. A plus. 

John Boccacino: 

That'll be January 21st. Again, in the JMA Dome will be our 39th annual celebration. It's the largest of its 
kind on any college campus. For my guest, Rick Wright, I am John Boccacino, signing off for this week's 
episode of the 'Cuse Conversations podcast. 
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